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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The Methodist Sugar Land Hospital, located at 16655 Southwest Freeway, in the General Business (B-2) 
district, is proposing to relocate their existing ground helipad to a new location on their site.  Under Chapter 
Two, Article II of the Development Code, a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) is required for a helipad in the B-2 
district.  Thus, a CUP is required for a new helipad in a different location.  The current helipad is located at 
ground level, to the east of the hospital.  The applicant is proposing to relocate the helipad approximately 500’ 
to the northeast, on top of a proposed parking garage.  The helipad would be at an elevation of 65’ from ground 
level.  According to the applicant, it will be for life flight purposes only, will result in greater safety as far as 
interior traffic circulation is concerned and will not have an increased noise impact.  The Planning Department 
has consulted with the Aviation Director for the Sugar Land Regional Airport and informed the applicant of 
licensing provisions contained within the Sugar Land Code of Ordinances as well.  Representatives are 
coordinating with Sugar Land Regional Airport staff as well as with the Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA) to secure all necessary permission in addition to the CUP.  However, the Aviation Department cannot 
grant a License for the helipad until the CUP is approved by City Council. 
 



A Public Hearing was held for this item at the September 27, 2007 meeting of the Planning and Zoning 
Commission.  Following the hearing, the Commission asked for a number of clarifications.  All issues have 
been addressed and are covered in detail in the attached report.  Staff is confident that this CUP will result in an 
improvement to the current situation at the site. 
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ANALYSIS: 
 
Case Details: 
This requested Conditional Use Permit (CUP) concerns the Methodist Sugar Land Hospital site, 
located at the intersection of US 59 and Sweetwater.  The property is in the General Business (B-2) 
district and is surrounded by B-2 zoning.  It is important to note that the site is not within a quarter 
of a mile of any residential land uses.  There is an existing hospital at the site and an expansion to the 
hospital facility currently underway.  In addition, there will be a medical office building to the north 
of the existing facility and expansion as well as a parking garage to support both the hospital and 
office uses.  Those uses are allowed by right at the site. 
 
This case is specifically regarding the relocation of a life flight helipad, which requires a CUP in the 
B-2 district under the Development Code.  There is an existing helipad at the site, which is located at 
ground level, to the east of the hospital.  The proposed relocation is roughly 500’ to the northeast, at 
the top of the new parking garage.  The new elevation will be approximately 65’. 
 
The situation will reportedly be safer from an internal traffic circulation standpoint, as the helipad 
will no longer be at grade within the site.  The relocation also will not have an adverse noise impact.  
Like the existing helipad, the new pad site will be for life flight purposes only according to the 
applicant.  Details of the existing and new location are available in their conceptual site plan, which is 
attached to this document.  Life flight helicopters will approach the facility consistent with the 
freeway (US 59), and in a manner that least affects any residential uses.  This will further limit any 
potential noise impact associated with the proposed use. 
 
The applicant has worked closely with Sugar Land Regional Airport staff to address any issues related 
to air safety.  Airport staff is confident that the requested location is appropriate and superior to the 
previous location.  Airport will continue to coordinate with the applicant on the detailed aspects of the 
proposed helipad.  The applicant is also working with the FAA to secure any necessary approvals from 
them.  There are a number of entities involved in reviewing the helipad outside of this CUP case. 

 
 

SEPTEMBER 27, 2007 PUBLIC HEARING: 
 
A number of questions were asked of staff and of the applicant by the Commission following the above 
Public Hearing.  We have detailed out those comments and responses as follows: 
 
Current Helipad Facilities at Hospital Site: 
The Commission asked whether the existing helipad was developed under a CUP.  The existing facility 
was not.  At the time of the question staff believed that the hospital and helipad were constructed prior 
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to the CUP requirement.  Further research confirmed that this was in fact the case.  The existing 
hospital facility and helipad had been approved and constructed in 1997, prior to the current 
Development Code and the regulations requiring a CUP for helipads. 
 
Clarification on Site Plan Drawing: 
The Commission had questions regarding a discrepancy between the location of the existing helipad on 
the site plan and the actual helipad location.  According to the applicant, there was in fact a 
discrepancy.  At this time, their site plan has been revised and is accurate regarding the existing and 
proposed helipad location.  The revised site plan is attached to this document. 
 
Flight Path: 
Discussion also occurred regarding the proposed helicopter flight path in relation to the nearest 
residential uses.  The applicant had reported that the flight path would not conflict with any of the 
surrounding neighborhoods, but their plan appeared to reflect some degree of overlapping with 
residential uses.  This issue has been addressed in two (2) ways:  (1) the flight path originally shown to 
the Commission by the applicant was for the existing helipad, which is located further south than the 
proposed helipad, and (2) the plan now shows the new proposed flight path and it has been revised to 
avoid any level of imposition on residential uses.  The flight path plan is attached to this document. 
 
General Aspects and Aviation Department Licensing: 
Finally, the Commission requested additional general information on this topic, which can be 
summarized as follows:  In addition to the CUP requirement, there are licensing provisions in the City 
of Sugar Land Code of Ordinances that the applicant is required to follow.  Sugar Land Aviation 
Department of the Regional Airport is responsible for enforcing these provisions.  At this time the 
Aviation Department is already coordinating with the applicant on this process.  The staff are 
confident that this will be an improvement to the current situation at the site in terms of the location 
and height of the helipad.  The proposed site is a better and safer plan than what is currently in place.  
At this point, Airport staff is mainly concerned with the helipad complying with the FAA “Advisory 
Circular” document.  The Aviation Department will ensure that this is the case in the City Licensing 
process.  The Advisory Circular namely addresses the following items: 
 

 Safe location and appropriate helipad size 
 Paved helipad surface 
 Avoidance of any obstructions in the flight path 
 Avoidance of crosswind approach/departure (i.e. approach/departure consistent with prevailing 

winds, hence the initial north/south direction of the flight path) 
 Helipad perimeter markings 
 Helipad identification markings 
 Lighting 
 Marking/lighting of any obstructions 
 Limited public access to helipad 
 Compatible land use 

 
The final item is of most relevance to the Commission, as other items will be addressed by Sugar Land 
Regional Airport staff.  Staff believes that the helipad is compatible with surrounding uses and that the 
pad will be well located on the site.  Aside from the interior of the Sugar Land Business Park area, the 
proposed site appears to be an area of the City with the least proximity to residential uses in terms of 
developed areas.  The applicant cannot receive a License from the Aviation Department to operate a 
helipad until the CUP is approved by City Council. 
 



This proposal is for the relocation of an existing helipad and is not a new concept at the site.  It will be 
for life flight purposes only and will be located at least a quarter of a mile from any residential uses.  It 
will be safer from an internal traffic circulation standpoint and will not have an adverse impact in 
terms of noise.  The new location and height of the helipad will be an overall improvement to the 
current situation in terms of public safety. 
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